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i believe in living. 

i believe in the spectrum 

oi Beta days ana Gamma people. 

i believe in sunshine. 

In windmills and waterfalls, 

tricycles ana rocking chairs; 

Ana i believe that seeds grow into sprouts. 

And sprouts grow into trees. 

i believe in tbe magic of the Lands. 

And in tbe wisdom of tbe eyes. 

i believe in rain ana tears. 

And in tbe blood ol infinity. 

i believe in life. 

And i bave seen tbe cleat b parade 

marcb through the torso ol tbe earth, 

sculpting mud bodies in its path 

i bave seen tbe destruction ol tbe daylight 

and seen bloodthirsty maggots 

prayed to and saluted 

i bave seen the kind become the blind 

and the blind become the bind 

in one easy lesson. 

i have walked on cut grass. 

i have eaten crow and blunder bread 

and breathed the stench ol indifference 

i have been locked by tbe lawless. 

Handcuffed by the haters. 

Gagged by tbe greedy. 

And, if i know anything at all, 

its that a wall is just a wall 

and nothing more at all. 

It can be broken down. 

i believe in living 

i believe in birth. 

i believe in tbe sweat of love 

and in the fire of truth. 

And i believe that a lost ship, 

steered by tired, seasick sailors, 

can still be guided home to port. 

-Assata Shakur 



Chris tone Faustino #T4198 
PO Box 3030 C-2/113 
Susanville, CA 96127 

I'm a 28y/o white male 
from Bakersfield, CA. 
Serving a 34yr term for 
armed robbery and conspir- 
acy to assault an officer 
w/ firearm. I am innocent 
of the robbery and in the 
process of an up-hill bat- 
tle. Interests: drawing, 
writing, reading, learning 
growing, sharing and 
developing my philosophy. 
I do not believe in the 
white picket fence world; 
since I didn't know why I 
was given one with razor 
wire and high voltage. 
Seek correspondence with 
many people from anywhere - 
to make strong friendships 
and alliances. 

Andrew J Johnson #426329 
Cof field Unit 

Rte 1, PO Box 150 
Tennessee Colony, TX 75884 

Currently in the draconian 
TX prison system, going on 
19straight yrs . Attempting 
to create a literacy pro- 
gram for those being held 
in the dungeons of prisons 
commonly known as the 
Admin Seg Units. Looking 
for those interested in 
assisting me to get the 
education level to bump up 
a few grades in here. I 
believe that education of 
prisoners is the real 
starting point for change. 



Gordon Thoma s #1624 7 
PO Box 250 USP Olympus 
Draper, UT 84020 

I am 42yo and doing life. 
Interests: reading, phi- 
losophy, metaphysics, all 
kinds of music. I like to 
write and debate about 
serious issues: the exis- 
tance of god, the cause of 
evil, the death penalty, 
for examples . 




Joseph A. Rodriguez 

#K66400 SVSP D-9/158L 
PO Box 10 50 
Soledad, CA 93 960 

DOB 8/23/79. Starting to 
take an interest in law, 
science, history. 

Interested in dialogue 
about Mexican roots, such 
as Aztecs and theosophi 
cal, ancient wisdom. Not 
fond of politics, though 
like to discuss and keep 
up-to-date about changes 
taking place in the USA 
and California. 



Anthony Smith #P19045 

PO Box 70 5 RB-101 
Soledad, CA 93960 

Identifies as: Tone 
Pro-Black, law inclined, 
and a reader of non-fic- 
tion, black urban novels. 
Devoted to consistently 
building myself up in one 
form or another rather 
than constantly tearing 
myself down! Feel that 
having that objective per- 
spective to strive for the 
improvement /independece 
of self, family, community 
are crucial . 
*no prison to prison mail* 

Mario Medina #J57425 

PO Box 8504 D3-225 LOW 

Coalinga, CA 93210 

I'm a 4 8y/o anti- racist. 
In prison for a non-vio- 
lent crime; sentenced 35- 
life under the 3 strikes 
law. Been under for 
12yrs. Interested in dia- 
logue, reading litera- 
ture/information to open 
my eyes toward improving 
my feelings of self-worth 
and being part of the 
Movement. *prisoner mail may- 
be allowed* 



Michael Williams 

s#FX6628 

1600 Walters Mill Rd 

Somerset, PA 15510 

Serving Syrs for 

theft. Politically, 

I'm for keeping rich 

lawyers out of my 



office. My philosophy is 

change now, at any cost. 
I'm reading a book on the 
unseen effects of incar- 
ceration on ex-cons and 
society : I n v i s i h 1 a 
Punishment . if you are 
about change and reform, 
please write. 
*no prison to prison mail* 

Billy Holland #324895 
8585 N Croswell Rd 
St Louis, MI 48880 

Interested in correspon- 
dence with people who find 
it offensive how prisoners 
are treated. The prison 
systems aren't designed to 
rehabilitate us, it's 
cruel &unusual punishment. 

Colette Draeager #869808 
742 FM 712 Hobby Unit 
Marlen, TX 76661 

Easygoing CA mother of 2, 
wrongfully convicted of 
murder. Self-made cru- 
sader to fight for injus- 
tice on any issue in any 
country. Politics, phi- 
losophy open for dia- 
logue. Artist, chef, inter 
ests: world, legal news, art. 




(prisoner 

Correspondence 
(project 

Prisons are warehouse cages, made of cement and steel, 

where too manij people are confined too close together in the Systems 

attempts to divide and conquer. Prisons magnify what's going on in 

society on the "outside". Race and Class Warfare against those 

imprisoned is obvious given the statistics of who's behind bars. 

This Prisoner Correspondence Project (PCP) is abut linking strug- 
gles. The prisoners who have provided their information for this direc- 
tory &te reaching out to seek correspondence with potential allies. 
The PCP is designed to connect folks who are working toward radical 
change within frameworks of anti-racist, anti-imperialist, anti-homo- 
phobic, anti-sexist, pro-sovereignty, environmental &/ot economic 
justice movements. 

Writing to Prisoners 

(a little how-to) 

t rorn ht t p:// www.s p i r i toll reedom.or6.uk/ w ri 1 1 i ng.kt m 

Er One of the main hurdles that blocks many from 
corresponding with prisoners is a feeling of being 
g intimidated about writting to a prisoner for the 
first time. It is very hard to write a letter to someone 
you don t know: people find that they don't know 
what to say, they feel there ate things they can t 
talk about, or think that prisoners won't be interested in what they have to say. 
Ihis is a problem for most of us, so we've drawn up some suggestions to help you. 
Obviously these aren't rigid guidelines, and we don't pretend to have solved all 
problems here. Different people will write different letters. It's about linking 
struggles. Developing relationships and learning about the perserverence and 
work necessary for radical change are the goals. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST 

Don t neccesarily expect a reply to a card or letter. Prisoners may not write back 
or may take awhile. Some prisons restict the number of letters a prisoner can 





write or receive. Class plaus out in prison as it does on the outside, so remember 
that prisoners mau have to huij stamps and envelopes. A lot of prisons allow 
stamps &/ or s.a.e to be included with a card or letter, but some don t. Letters also 
get stopped, read, delayed, diverted. II uou suspect this, ijou can send it 
Recorded Deliveru, which costs a lot but requires them to open it in the prison- 
ers presence. Put a return address, including a first name or initial and last name, 
on the envelope, not just so the prisoner can replu (!), but also because its 
required prison protocol. It doesn't have to be uour address, uou can use a rO 
Box number. Date all correspondence. 

COMMON SENSETTPS 

Use a "neutral" address, such as a Postal Box. Do not divulge 
sensitive personal information (i.e. home address, phone 
number, bank or credit card info), particularly with someone 
uou haven't dealt with before. This is for uour security as 
well as a prisoner's. Authorities often read letters and sensitive information can 
get into the wrong hands. Do not send moneu or honor immediate requests tor 
money. 

WRITTING FOR THE FIRST TIME 

Say who you are, and, if it's relevant, that you're from such and such a group. 
Some people reckon it's better to be upfront about your politics so prisoners can 
make the choice about corresponding. Write where you heard about them and 
their case. 

The first letter can be reasonably short, maybe a postcard. Obviously when you 
get to know people better youll have more to talk about. 

If you are writting to a "framed" prisoner, who you believe to be innocent, it helps 
to say so. This gives people confidence to know that you believe them. 

Some peole may be afraid to write about what s up with their lives, thinking this 
may depress or not interest people imprisoned, especially prisoners with long 
sentences. In some cases this may be true, but on the whole a letter is the high- 
point of the day for most prisoners. Prison life is dead boring, and any news that 
livens it up, whether its about people thay know or not, is generally welcome. 
Prisoners are reaching out by providing their information and you are taking a 
chance by initiating correspondence with someone from this manual. Use your 
sense, don t write about anything that is likely to get a prisoner in shit with the 
screws, or get you or anyone else in trouble with the cops. 

THEY'RE IN THERE FOR US, WE'RE OUT HERE FOR THEM 

For people imprisoned from out movements and struggles it s vital to keep them 



Started band profiled on 
VH-1 Music Behind Bars, 
play bass, guitar, drums, 
keyboards . Seeking legal 

help and correspondence . 

DeAndre Williams #99A0052 
Upstate Prison 
PO BOX 2001 
Malone, NY 12953 

I'm a political prisoner 
and Jungle Lord who is 
serving 25yrs-life on an 
Assault 2nd degree convic- 
tion. Am kept in the box 
(solitary) because I 
refuse to be programmed. 
Interested in freedom, 
justice, equality & 
respect! 
for 







*no prisoner correspondence* 

Thomas n JJ" Hicks 

#18231058 
PO Box 8000 
Bradford, PA 16701 

DOB 3/20/71. I'm an 
Anarchist, Primitavist, 



Atheist with Pagan hedo- 
nistic tendencies. Worked 
for 15yrs with social jus- 
tice, earth protection, 
animal liberation, armed, 
unarmed revolutionary 
mvmts, including AIM, 
MOVE, Panthers, Earth 
First I , Food-Not -Bombs, 
Zapatistas. Was offered 
the witness protection 
program to snitch on ELF, 
which I did not do. 
Release: Aug' 08 

Cortez Kellum #6479533 

ISP PO Box 316 

Ft Madison, IA 52 627 

Identifies as: 

Najee Raguel 
The supremacy 
of "Anarchy" 
advocate my 
political 
views. My phi- 
losophy' s 
"amoral," mari- 
juana & crack 
cocaine (sec- 
ondary) reasons 
for incarcerat- 
ing me. lOyrs, 
1/3 mandatory, 
[de] humaniza- 
tion are my 
[1] awful sentence. 
Evolved in '82. Admire 
those struggling towards 
freedom, not [de]mocracyi 
Interests: Psych., econom- 
ics, world events, mar- 
tial arts, literature. 
Personality: serious. 
Anthem: Fight! 
*No prison to prison mail* 



Kelly A. Savage #W74119 
VSPW D1-08-3LOW 
PO Box 92 
Chowchilla, CA 
93610 




Female 1st ter- 
mer doing a LWOP 
sentence . 
Interested in 
all LifeWithoutOutParole 
info. Active in prison 
reform, women's issues 
such as incarcerated abuse 
survivors. Active w/in 
the prison for change and 
self -empowerment . I'm a 
strong spirited writer who 
loves dolphins & crafting. 
*No prison mail without form* 

Michael T. Donery #977806 
IMU F2 08 / WCC 
PO Box 900 

Shelton, WA 98584 

3 5 yo male in search of 
correspondence with per- 
sons in all walks of life. 
Willing to learn about 
diverse people and their 
struggles. Trying to self- 
educate and build a net- 
work to better society 
from the inside. 

Floyd P. Tarvin Jr. 

TDCJ-CID No. 1123659 

Wynne Unit 

Huntsville, TX 77349-0001 

42yo, 1/2 hispanic/1/2 white 
very intelligent with a 
60yr sentence for a DWI . I 
am fighting my conviction 
on my own and expect to 
give back all, soon I 



hope! I stay busy with 
legal proceedings, 
fighting TX arcane 
draconian prisons. 
Looking for dia- 
logue to help stim- 
ulate my mind, 
carry on a wide 
range of topics and 
stay focused in our corre- 
sponding relationship. 
Topics: politics, para- 
normal experiences, con- 
spiracy, anarch, writings. 
*no prisoner correspondence* 

Kemoria Bright Cloud Smith 

#696218 Connally Unit 
899 SM 632 
Kenedy, TX 78119 

DOB: 09/05/75, Louisville, KY. 
I've been held on Agg 
Robbery charges since '93; 
serving concurrent 26yr 
sentences. Am back in 
Appeals Court. Hoping to 
connect with others like 
me: intelligent, socially 
conscious & aware that 
this form of gov't will 
lead to the destruction of 
minor ites and the poor. 
*no prisoner correspondence* 

Michael Dean AS -1919 
175 Progress Dr 
Wayne sburg, PA 153 70 

47y/o Blackf oot/Mohawk . 
Lifer, down 22+yrs. After 
14yr fight for DNA testing 
which will exonerate me, 
still can't receive jus- 
tice! Need help filing a 
Federal Habeas Corpus. 



involved in the ongoing resistance ~ news of actions, discussing ideas and strate- 
gies witn them, etc. Let tke other person direct what publications and direct 
communication is wanted. Some people will just want to keep their head down 
til they get out. 

Tki* was . i.j. i pled from a leaflet! produced bu tke Anarchist Black Cross. 



A lew dos and don ts on writing prisoners whose back- 
grounds/polities tjou man not know. 

Do think ahead. Research iocal prison regulations. Learn about the prisoner 
before writing. When first writing to an incarcerated person make sure you ask 
them specifically what the rules are for writing letters, and make note of them. 
No one under age lo should be writing a prisoner - this is for the prisoner's secu- 
rity as well as the writer's. 

Do be patient Keep in mind many "supporters" or people who've written before 
may have stopped writing them, made promises/lied to them. If you receive a 
letter back that appears cynical or angry, responding with more anger is not 
helpful. 

Do deal with the right channels. If a prisoner wants you to send a hook, ask 
what channels their institution requires, or refer them to a Book-to-Prisoners 
project near their unit. If a prisoner is getting out in the next few weeks, do not 
offer your place to stay (no matter how desperate they sound) unless you have 
had corresponded for a significant amount of time and are in contact with both 
a parole officer and a prison intermediary (e.g. prison chaplain). Even in cases 
like this, it is far more helpful to a prisoner to help them secure employment and 
develop a support base (whether through a church,mosque, family, friends, etc.). 
Chances are, there's a legal process to be dealt with in cases like this and they 
need to be followed by both you and the prisoner. However, use your head and 
don t land in a bad situation or one that will land the prisoner back in jail. 

Do not make promises. Many well-meaning people write letters offering sup- 
port to a prisoner, or make offers for help out of good will. Unfortunately, most 
never follow through and build false hope in a prisoner. This is not fair to them. If 
you re writing, don t make promises. Don't offer to do a support campaign if you 
can t make the time. Don't offer to send items when you can't afford it. Be honest. 

Do not romanticize prisons or prisoners. Many activists have ideas about who 
prisoners are, why they're locked up, the system, etc. While it's correct to have 
political clarity about incarceration and the nature of the criminal justice sys- 



tem, it is not correct to romanticize a prisoner, anything they might be locked up 
for (especially a "social crime ; and their lives. We all have our strengths and 
weaknesses. It is dangerous to make assumptions. Some are estranged from their 
families as a direct result of their own actions. Some may have learned manipu- 
lative behaviors over the years. We are all human beings 

Do not discuss potentially illegal political action witli a prisoner. This is for 
your security ana theirs, F risoners have been, and can be, implicated for outside 
action that violates the law. Be mindful that ii authorities find such information 
in the hands of prisoners, prisoners can face added time and harsh treatment. 

Do not attempt to place political judgments on prisoners' experiences. 

Some prisoners, out of desperation, write publications to get pen pals and may 
not agree completely with the views of the paper, but read it for information. 
Some prisoners have converted to a Christian or Muslim. Do not attack or insult 
a prisoner because of their religions, preferences or experiences. Rather than 
attack a prisoner, it's best to be polite, but firm, if there s something you d rather 
not discuss or find objectionable. Ii the prisoner declares her/himself a white 
supremacist, you are well within your rights to explain your disagreements, 
encourage them to reconsider their views and discontinue the relationship. 
Please be aware that several white supremacist gangs have ties to the outside 
from prison and it is smart not to get into insults or threats against such prisoners. 
Don t send literature unless requested and be aware you don t have to go with 
every request. 

Good luck! 




Thomas Meyer -Fa Ik 

c/o JVA; Z 3117 
Schonbornstr. 3 2D- 76646 
Bruschal Germany 

I'm a 32y/o, male, Red Skin (RASH - Red Anarchist Skin 
Head) inside for bank robbery to finance radical proj- 
ects. I've been in solitary confinement for years. I'm 
interested in politics, philosophy, and every kind of 
discussion with people on the outside. 






Christopher Dale LaCour 
#773649 Allred Unit 
2101 F.M. 369 N. 
Iowa Park, TX 76367 

Identifies as: Chris or K-Jln (C&jw) 
34 y-O., Canadian/French, 
US born. Charged with rob- 
bery. Parole date: 2021. 
Somewhat anarchist, but 
Love life! Enjoy reading 
Fantasies and Philosophy. 
Knowledge is everything 
and fighting for a change 
in the system! Simply 
fighting for JUSTICE from 
within! 
♦no prison to prison mail* 

Dortell Williams #H45771 
PO BOX 4430 A2-103 
Lancaster, CA 93 53 9 

I am a budding freelance 
prison writer. As a 15yr 
veteran of CA' s inglorious 
and boundless state-wide 
systm, I am frustrated 
with having someone else 
always telling our story- - 
paid public relations peo- 
ple and spokespersons that 
have nothing to do with 
the system. Been featured 
on KPFP's Uprising, as 
well as writing anti- 
prison letters to students 
at charter/private schools 
making them aware of soci- 
ety's set-up-to-fail mode. 
Looking for an editor, 
someone to critique my 
work, and a fact down- 
loader so that I can rep- 
resent the struggle in the 
most professional light. 



Thomas Brower #14393377 

777 Stanton BLVD 
Ontario, OR 97914 

I am interested in corre- 
sponding with those on the 
street who share my anti- 
imperialist views and a 
deep love and respect for 
nature, I am 33y/o white 
male that enjoys every 
aspect of the great out 
doors and every opportuni- 
ty to engage in dissent 
and disobedience of an 
abusive bureaucracy. I 
share the gene of activism 
with my deceased grandfa- 
ther and environmentalist, 
David Bower, and am pas- 
sionate about the earth. 

Gilbert Tyler #71098 
PO Box 2 08, NNCC 
Indian Springs, NV 89702 

I am the creator and 
founder of "Keeping It 
Real Magazine" -created 
while in a Nevada state 
prison. It focuses on at- 
risk youth to detour them 
from criminal behavior. I 
am interested in corre- 
sponding with people who 
are for positive change. 
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